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General Update – Key Metrics
• Number of new cases remain low

Number of Cases in the past two weeks: 
–Week of 7/11: 483 (69/day)
– Week of 7/18: 652 (93/day)

• Incidence Rate: 229/100k persons 
(prior 14 days)

• Percent Positivity: 7.9%
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Incidence Rate
# new cases/100k person over prior 2 weeks
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What it means; what we are seeing
• Infections (Incidence Rates and Positivity Rates), hospitalizations 

are increasing mostly in unvaccinated individuals – younger 
residents/school age children

• Deaths typically lag hospitalizations, BUT hospitalizations are 
increasing, and among them ICU admissions are rising

• We are seeing outbreaks associated with camps, small businesses 
and childcare establishments

• Vaccinations rates are still 0% in children < 12 
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3 facts about transmission among kids

1. Higher numbers of cases among children are observed 
when community rates are higher (as in JoCo now)
– UK data: for every additional 5/100K cases in communities, 

the risk of nearby school outbreaks increased by 72%
2. Children < 12 yo CAN acquire COVID-19 in  in-person 

school settings and transmit it to others outside schools
3. At least through March 2021, when prevention 

strategies are in place, transmission in schools is 
uncommon.
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Layered prevention: what is it?
• Promoting COVID-19 vaccination for those eligible
• Consistent and correct use of masks by people who are not fully 

vaccinated, which includes all school children under the age of 12
• Physical distancing of at least 3’
• Screening testing in K-12 schools
• Improving ventilation (take it outside)
• Handwashing and respiratory etiquette
• Staying home when sick and getting tested
• Testing and contact tracing in combination 

with isolation and quarantine
• Routine cleaning with disinfection under certain conditions. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/colleges-universities/considerations.html#section1
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fschools-childcare%2Fcloth-face-cover.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/sars-cov2-testing-strategies.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/ventilation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/hygiene/etiquette/coughing_sneezing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-resources.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html


11

Layered prevention works!

• Data supporting layered prevention have been confirmed 
by studies in schools in Rhode Island, Washington, D.C., 
North Carolina, Utah, Wisconsin, Florida, Ohio, Michigan 
and Washington states; in US cities (St. Louis, Chicago 
IL); and in other countries Switzerland, Norway, the 
U.K, Israel and Germany.

• It represent at least a minimal level of protection that 
communities experiencing high levels of transmission 
should observe, including Johnson County. 
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Mask use should be mandated in schools

• Risk of transmission in schools is high

• Vaccination is encouraged for those that are eligible

• Elementary schoolchildren < 12 (K-Grade 6) and those 
around them should wear face coverings consistently 

• The proposed order represents the minimally restrictive 
action to provide protection for this most vulnerable 
population 


